TO      A HISTORY OF THE BORGIAS
Guelf, the Lord Latino Orsini di Bari, Cardinal-Presbyter
of the Title of San Giovanni e San Paolo in Monte Cello,
represented the interests of the House of Orsini; who of-
fered, as an alternative for the suffrages of the Sacred
College, the Venetian Lord Pietro Barbo, Cardinal-Pres-
byter of the Title of San Marco, and Bishop of Vicenza.
The first three scrutinies produced no result; and the
cardinals conferred regarding the merits of the candidates,
and of the causes that they represented, Much was said on
behalf of Cardinal Capranica. He was "Romano di Roma,"
his character stood above reproach, his breeding was polite
and high. But Cardinal Orsini and his faction, though un-
able to bring in their own nominee the Cardinal of Venice,
were strong enough to out-manoeuvre the candidate of
Colonna: and the electors found themselves at a deadlock.
In this emergency, the College, sought, and found, a
neutral; a partizan neither of Colonna nor of Orsini. There
were two Byzantine cardinals; the one, the Lord loannes
Bessarione, Cardinal-Bishop of Tusculum, Monk of the
Religionx of St. Basil, Archbishop of Trebizond; the other,
the Lord Isidoro of Thessalonika, Cardinal-Bishop of Sa-
bina, Monk of the Religion of St. Basil, Archbishop of
Ruthenia. Of these two, Cardinal Bessarione had many
recommendations. He was a convert from the Greek
Schism; he had been a pupil of Gemisthos Plethon at Con-
stantinople ; no one was of higher repute in Christian piety,
more admirable in doctrine, more ornate in generous man-
ners. (Ciacconi II. 906.) He had no enemy in the Conclave.
At a juncture, like the present, the election of a Byzantine
Pontiff, who naturally sympathised with the hapless Byzan-
tines, would have secured for Christendom a champion
against the triumphant Muslim Infidel. When night closed
the Conclave's deliberations, it appeared certain that Car-
dinal Bessarione would ascend the Throne of St Peter on
1 Religionr-a gathering together for a pious purpose. It was the
fifteenth century equivalent for Order or Society.